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Technology Integration 

with Primary Sources 



 

If your studentsé 

  

Read quality literature 
AND 

Explore primary sources 

 



Why teach with primary 

sources? 

 
Eighth-graders whose teachers 

reported using primary sources (such 

as letters, diaries or essays written by 

historical figures) on a weekly basis 

had higher average scores than those 

whose teachers reported doing so 

monthly or less frequently. 

 
Nationôs Report Card 2001, p.93 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/main2001/2002483.pdf


Why teach with history through 

literature?  
 

 One of the great lessons of history is that 

perspective matters. So before I start kids searching 

out details of battles or other events in the past, I 

want to play with perspective a bit, using picture 

books to get my point across that there's more than 

one way to look at a thing.  
Carol Otis Hurst, Carol Hurstôs Children Literature Site 

 
 



 
Literature +Primary Sources = 

 

Memorable, 

Meaningful,  

Fun 

Learning! 



Through A Childôs Eyesé 

 

Å Garden 

Å Flower boxes 

Å Rural Train Station 

Å City Train Station 

Å Bakery 

Å City Picture 

Å Child Writing 

Author: Sarah Stewart 

The Gardener 

Farrar, Straus and Giroux 

(BYR); 1997  

Book Summary: Told through the 

letters of Lydia Grace Finch, students 

are introduced to the life of a child 

during the Great Depression. 

Setting: Rural and City life during 

1935. 

Students will examine and compare Depression Era images with the 

text. 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/fsaall:@field(NUMBER+@band(fsa+8c24756))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/fsaall:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(fsa+8a03874))+@field(COLLID+fsa))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/fsaall:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3b43770))+@field(COLLID+fsa))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/fsaall:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(fsa+8b33851))+@field(COLLID+fsa))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/fsaall:@field(NUMBER+@band(fsa+8a06686)) --%3E
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/fsaall:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(fsac+1a35407))+@field(COLLID+fsac)) --%3E
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/fsaall:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(fsa+8d39376))+@field(COLLID+fsa))








They will é 

  

Make connections   
AND  

Enjoy learning history! 



Begin making your own  

primary source connections at  

http://www.loc.gov 

http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/index.html


Youôll find more than 10 

million primary sourcesé. 

  Å Images 

  Å Documents 

  Å Maps 

  Å Sound files 

  Å Movies 

  Å Sheet music 

  Å Webcasts 

  Å And moreé 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/browse/index.html


Book Backdrops 

I share sample Bookback drop ideas from 

the Library of Congress. 

 



Travel with Columbusé. 
 

Summary: Written in journal format by a 

twelve-year-old shipôs boy, the entries 

describe Columbus' first voyage of 

discovery. 

 

Setting: Canary Islands, Atlantic Ocean, 

1492 . 

 

A Sampling of LOC Resources: 

 1492: An Ongoing Voyage 

 Images of Christopher Columbus 

 Today in History (October 12) 

 Columbusô Coat of Arms 

 Christopher Columbus Saw Land 

A Letter of Christopher Columbus 

Schlein, Miriam.  Illustrated by Tom Newsom. I sailed with Columbus. Illustrated by Tom 

Newsom. NY: HarperCollins Publishers, 1991.  

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/01/west/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ndfahtml/ngphome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award98/nbhihtml/pshome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ndfahtml/hult_sod.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ndfahtml/hult_sod.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ndfahtml/hult_sod.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ndfahtml/hult_sod.html
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/psbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(p2882))
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/community/cc_immigration.php


Teaching Idea: Have students compare and 

contrast illustrations created by various artists. 



Explore a picture book 

from the  

another viewpointé 

Learn facts from 

 a non-fiction titleé 

Yolen, Jane. Encounter. San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1992.  

Sis, Peter. Follow the Dream. NY: Knopf, 1991. 



Lewis and Clarké 

Summary: This novel in verse highlights 

letters and thoughts of Jefferson, the Corps 

of Discovery, Sacagawea and Lewisôs 

Newfoundland dog Seaman as they travel on 

their expedition to seek a water route to the 

Pacific. 

 

Setting: North America, 1803 ï 1819 

 

A Sampling of LOC Resources: 

Lewis and Clark Community Center 

Fill Up the Canvas (Activity)  

Rivers, Edens, Empires (Exhibition) 

The Thomas Jefferson Papers 

Map Collections: Discovery and Exploration 

 

Wolf, Allan. New Found Land: A Novel. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick, 2004. 

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/community/cc_lewisandclark.php
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/lewisandclark/index.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/lewisandclark.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/jefferson_papers/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/dsxphome.html


Jeffersonôs cipher Jeffersonôs letter to Congress 1805 map 

Follow their trail é 

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/lewisandclark/index.html


Frontier lifeé. 

Summary: When their father invites a mail-

order bride to come live with them in their 

prairie home, Caleb and Anna are captivated 

by their new mother and hope that she will 

stay. Setting: Midwestern state, prairie, late 

1800s 

  

A Sampling of LOC Resources: 

 Northern Great Plains Collection 

 Prairie Settlement Collection 

 Women Pioneers: Westward 

 Patricia MacLachlan Cybercast 

 Journeys West Lesson Plan 

MacLachlan, Patricia. Sarah, Plain and Tall. NY: Harper and Row, 1985 

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/community/cc_civilwar.php
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ndfahtml/ngphome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award98/nbhihtml/pshome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/women/women.html
http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/04/cybercasts/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/01/west/index.html


http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ndfahtml/ngphome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award98/nbhihtml/pshome.html


http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ndfahtml/hult_sod.html


Immigrationé. 
Summary: Sixteen-year-old Margaret Rose 

Nolan, newly arrived from Ireland, finds 

work at New York City's Triangle Shirtwaist 

Factory shortly before the 1911 fire in which 

146 employees died. 

Setting: New York City, 1911 

 

A Sampling of LOC Resources: 

Immigration Community Center 

Learning Page Immigration Feature 

Ellis Island Images 

Statue of Liberty Images 

Hester Street (panoramic picture) 

Flower making (Louis Hine photograph) 

Triangle Waist Co. fire (PandP) 

Life of a City (early films of NY) 

Auch, Mary Jane. Ashes of Roses. NY: H. Holt, 2002.  

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/community/cc_immigration.php
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/introduction.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/070_immi.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/077_stat.html
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/pan:@field(NUMBER+@band(pan+6a12044))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?pp/nclc:@field(NUMBER+@band(nclc+04139))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?pp/ils:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3b37414))+@field(COLLID+ggbain))
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/papr/nychome.html


Traveling on the shipé  

 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/i?pp/ils:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3a13598)):displayType=1:m856sd=cph:m856sf=3a13598


First view of the Statue of Libertyé 

Teaching Idea: Use an image as a story 

starter or a prompt for writing dialogue. 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/i?pp/ils:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3b49155)):displayType=1:m856sd=cph:m856sf=3b49155


Arrival at Ellis Islandé 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/i?pp/ils:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3a17784)):displayType=1:m856sd=cph:m856sf=3a17784
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=gdc3&fileName=scd0001_20040315002oupage.db&recNum=2


Book Backdrops 

Using Gail Petriôs idea for book backdrops, I made a 

template for my students to develop an inquiry-

based approach to engaging students in using 

primary sources with literature. Instead of using one 

slide, the book backdrop project that we use has 6 

slides to focus on the actual activities that are used 

to connect literature to the primary sources. 



Book Backdrop Guidelines 

Å Each book Backdrop will contain 6 slides. 

ïSlide : Introduction 

ÅInclude the title, book cover and links to background 
information. 

ïSlides 2- 4: Activity Slides  
ÅStart each slide with a question.  Insert the primary 

source artifact on one side of the slide. 

ÅOn the other side type the primary source activity.  Make 
sure that this is directed to the students. 

ïSlide 5: Standard Slide  
ÅType the South Carolina Social Studies Standards. 

ï Slide 6: References 

ÅProvide URLs to the primary sources that are used in the 
book backdrop. 

 



Little House in the Big Woods 
Students will analyze, interpret, and increase their understanding of the 

conditions during the historical period of the 1870s. 

 Laura Ingalls Wilder 

 Little House in the Big Woods 

 New York, Harper & Row, 1932 
  

  

 Laura and her family face 
struggles such as the long winter 
and celebrations like family 
dances, as they survive on the 

Wisconsin frontier in 1872.   

Resources to learn more: 

log cabin 

maple syrup 

American sheet music - Irish Washerwoman 

covered wagon 

general store 

threshing 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?aep:20:./temp/~ammem_fDBL::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?aep:20:./temp/~ammem_c3FB::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?aep:20:./temp/~ammem_fDBL::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?detr:2:./temp/~ammem_EUde::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?detr:2:./temp/~ammem_DdP6::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?detr:2:./temp/~ammem_DdP6::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hawp:1:./temp/~ammem_IGT4::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?mussm:2:./temp/~ammem_20k1::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mu
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?mussm:2:./temp/~ammem_TvPi::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mu
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?mussm:2:./temp/~ammem_TvPi::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mu
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?mussm:2:./temp/~ammem_TvPi::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mu
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?mussm:2:./temp/~ammem_TvPi::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mu
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?mussm:2:./temp/~ammem_TvPi::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mu
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hawp:3:./temp/~ammem_qpdr::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hawp:3:./temp/~ammem_c7Iq::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hawp:3:./temp/~ammem_qpdr::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hawp:3:./temp/~ammem_qpdr::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?detr:2:./temp/~ammem_DdP6::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?ncr:3:./temp/~ammem_NBtc::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,musd
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?ncr:3:./temp/~ammem_65C5::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,musd
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?ncr:3:./temp/~ammem_65C5::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,musd
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?mussm:2:./temp/~ammem_TvPi::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mu
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hawp:7:./temp/~ammem_d0N7::@@@mdb=eaa,aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,mharendt,bbpix,bbcards,spaldingbib,magbell,berl,rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaft,cwar,consrvbib,dag,mus


What would your life be like on the 

Wisconsin frontier? 

ÅActivity:  

ÅPretend you are 

staying with Lauraôs 

family in the log 

cabin.  You must 

help with chores and 

share a bed.  Write 

in your journals what 

your daily life is like.   



What goods would you sell? 

ÅActivity:  

Å Imagine you are a 
general store owner.  
Most of your customers 
must buy goods to last 
them several months.  
Create an 
advertisement that lists 
and describes the 
goods that you feel that 
people would need the 
most to survive as 
pioneers.   



How would farming be different in 

the late 1800s? 

ÅActivity:  

ÅThis horse-drawn 
thresher was used to 
harvest the crops in 
1872.  Compare and 
contrast this thresher 
and the farm 
equipment we use 
today.  Write your 
answer in complete 
sentences.   


